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On September 11, 2001, Shanksville, Pennsylvania, became a center of national attention

when United Airlines Flight 93 crashed into a former strip mine in sleepy Somerset County,

killing all forty passengers and crew aboard. This is the story of the memorialization that

followed, from immediate, unofficial personal memorials to the ten-year effort to plan and build

a permanent national monument to honor those who died. It is also the story of the unlikely

community that developed through those efforts.As the country struggled to process the events

of September 11, temporary memorials—from wreaths of flowers to personalized T-shirts and

flags—appeared along the chain-link fences that lined the perimeter of the crash site. They

served as evidence of the residents’ need to pay tribute to the tragedy and of the demand for

an official monument. Weaving oral accounts from Shanksville residents and family members

of those who died with contemporaneous news reports and records, J. William Thompson

traces the creation of the monument and explores the larger narrative of memorialization in

America. He recounts the crash and its sobering immediate impact on area residents and the

nation, discusses the history of and controversies surrounding efforts to permanently

commemorate the event, and relates how locals and grief-stricken family members ultimately

bonded with movers and shakers at the federal level to build the Flight 93 National Memorial.A

heartfelt examination of memory, place, and the effects of tragedy on small-town America, this

fact-driven account of how the Flight 93 National Memorial came to be is a captivating look at

the many ways we strive as communities to forever remember the events that change us.



From Memory to Memorial Shanksville America and Flight 93 crash, From Memory to

Memorial Shanksville America and flight 93, From Memory to Memorial Shanksville America

and Flight 93 memorial, From Memory to Memorial Shanksville America and flight deals, From

Memory to Memorial Shanksville America and flight packages, From Memory to Memorial

Shanksville America and ww2, From Memory to Memorial Shanksville America and wwii, From

Memory to Memorial Shanksville america memorial, From Memory to Memorial

shanksville memorial, From Memory to Memorial shanksville pa, From Memory to Memorial

shanksville pennsylvania, from memory to memorial, memorial examples in loving memory,

lyrics to memory from cats, from memory to retribution, from the memory lane meaning, from

memory card to phone, from phone to memory card, from memory list the characteristics of

life, from the memory lane, from sensory memory to, lyrics from memory cats, from down the

memory lane, to bring back from memory, from memory lane

Seaweeds: A Color-Coded, Illustrated Guide to Common Marine Plants of the East Coast of

the United States (Keystone Books), The Storm Gathering: The Penn Family and the American

Revolution (Keystone Books), Valley Forge: Making and Remaking a National Symbol

(Keystone Books), David Franks: Colonial Merchant (Keystone Books), Common Nymphs of

Eastern North America: A Primer for Flyfishers and Flytiers (Keystone Books), Wood Hicks and

Bark Peelers: A Visual History of Pennsylvania’s Railroad Lumbering Communities; The

Photographic Legacy of William T. Clarke (Keystone Books), From Memory to Memorial:

Shanksville, America, and Flight 93 (Keystone Books), Nothing Ever Dies: Vietnam and the

Memory of War, Compassion: Listening to the Cries of the World, Let's Roll!: Ordinary People,

Extraordinary Courage, The Pyrocene: How We Created an Age of Fire, and What Happens

Next

Carlotta, “A suspenseful account that engaged me from beginning to end. This account of what

happened at Shanksville the day of the Flight 93 crash and in the following years is unique. It

combines a moving story of the impact of the crash on the family members and community

residents with a tale of bureaucratic action and inaction.The author has described this as a

“people book,” and that is certainly true. The first-person accounts from the interviews collected

by the National Park Service are an important part of the story. They pulled me into people’s

lives and made me care deeply about what would happen in Shanksville to the community and

the individuals.The vivid writing built the suspense of wondering what the outcome for the

memorial would be. I had visited the memorial several years ago but did not remember the

landscape and architectural details well enough to know what design would win out. And I

certainly wasn’t aware of the roadblocks that had to be overcome to get the memorial built.

Now I want to visit again, with the knowledge from this book.”

LM, “Ode to the heroes of Flight 93 -- the passengers of the 9/11 plane who fought back. On

9/11 two airplanes crashed into the World Trade Center in New York City and one into the

Pentagon. A fourth plane was destined to do more destruction, but was diverted by the actions

of the passengers of United flight 93, who orchestrated their own rebellion and caused the

flight to crash into farmland in central Pennsylvania. This is a wonderfully written, elegant ode

to the events of 9/11, the heroes of Flight 93, and the men and women of Shanksville, PA, who

kept the memory of the heroes of that flight alive. This is more than a record, it is a love story

of the town and the families of the victims of the flight. Add in a mini-suspense (the selection of



the design team that create a memorial to the flight) and you have a top-notch read from start

to finish, filled with human interest and compassion.  A great read for every American!”

JAN ALEXANDER, “Answers Many Questions About Shanksville. You won't be disappointed

reading this book about how a quaint little town in PA and how its residents dealt with a

catastrophic event on 9/11. I enjoyed reaching about who these people were and how the

crash of Flight 93 affected them at the time of the crash and their lives today. You will also read

accounts of the Families of Flight 93 and how they cope with the unimaginable loss of their

loved ones, even today.”

R. Christian Bohlen, “Great book, strong research, and well written. I really enjoyed this book

with its comfortable narrative, lots of personal details about the local people, the community,

The details of the events of that fateful day, and of course the main theme– The memorial itself

and the history of similar memorials. It’s an amazing story of heroism and too often forgotten in

the whole scheme of 911.”

The One Who Knocks, “Excellent Read. Mr. Thompson's book is an excellent read, crafting a

beautiful story about the horrors of the September 11th attacks and how a small community

was brought together and strengthened by such tragedy. One thing I liked was the way

Thompson wrote about space and its importance, enabling someone with little background in

architecture to further understand the importance of public design.This book should be

included in the cannon of other great works about the 9/11 attacks.”

Elizabeth Jane Duvall, “Book arrived promptly.. Recently visited the Flight 93 Memorial and I

wanted to know more about the local people who have been such excellent stewards of the

ground where this attack ended.  I have started reading the book and it is excellent.”

james d. steen, “Missing chapter in 9/11 story. I knew very little about the Flight 93 crash in

Shanksville, PA and nothing about the site becoming a national memorial to the passengers

before reading Mr. Thompson’s intriguing book.I found the portrayals of the people most

affected by the crash – the townspeople, the crew and their families, and the passengers and

their families - to be enlightening, often touching. The controversial and extended process for

developing, approving, and funding the national memorial is described in a nuanced way,

reflecting the personalities and interests of the of the key individuals and organizations

involved. The author often puts the evolution of the memorial plan in the context of the

development of other similar memorials, such as the Oklahoma City and Viet Nam memorials,

and this is very helpful in understanding the design and ultimate approval of the memorial.In

short, this book gave me a stimulating look at this important but often overlooked chapter of the

9/11 story. I look forward to soon visiting the National Memorial to Flight 93 and its

passengers.Jim Steen”

frank martin, “A MODEL FOR NARRATIVE WRITING. This compelling new book is a model for

narrative non-fiction writing about landscape architecture, 9/11—and specifically, how the

community of Shanksville, Pennsylvania moved from grief to building a lasting memorial.As the

former editor of Landscape Architecture magazine, J. William Thompson is one of the leading

design writers in the country. Moving beyond a standard magazine feature style, he builds on

the fact-based storytelling tradition of Truman Capote, John Hershey, and Tony Hiss to give

readers the sense that they are part of the story unfolding around them—that they are rooted



in a place and community.Starting with that September morning in 2001 when United Flight 93

crashed deep into the ground on the edge of Shanksville, Thompson traces the years as the

town and the families of passengers from all over the world forged a memorial of healing and

long-term acceptance.Ever since the controversies over Maya Lin’s Vietnam Memorial, we

have known that creating memorials that satisfy everyone is almost impossible in an

increasingly pluralistic nation. There are no longer universal symbols for honor, patriotism, and

heroism. And this diversity and debate played out in Shanksville.But, Thompson’s remarkable

narrative also shows how— even though Americans interpret symbols and memory differently

—there are moments when we find a process to overcome old divisions and to move on.For

this reason alone, Thompson’s book deserves to become a lasting part of college reading lists

for courses in design, art history, architecture, and journalism—just to name a few.”

The book by Sun-Young Rieh has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 14 people have provided feedback.
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